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DETAILED ACTION 

Response to Amendment 

1 . This Office action is responsive to the amendment filed April 4, 2008. Claim 27 was 
amended. Claims 18, 19, 21 and 29 are canceled. Claims 1-17, 20, 22-28, and 30-58 are 
pending. The species requirement is now withdrawn, because the arylamine formulas 4-1 and 4- 
2 of the independent claims have been found allowable within the context of independent claims 
1 and 27; however, arylamine formulas 4-1 and 4-2 do not appear to be generic to arylamine 
formulas 2, 7 and 9 of the dependent claims as set forth in the 35 U.S.C. 1 12, 2nd paragraph 
rejection below. 

2. The rejection of claim 19 under 35 U.S.C. 1 12, second paragraph, as set forth in the last 
Office action (mailed 1/22/2008) is withdrawn due to the cancellation of claim 19. 

3. The rejection of claims 1-6, 8-13, 19, 27, 29, 35-40, 42-47, 52-55, 57 and 58 under 35 
U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Mishima (US 2001/0053462 Al) in view of Thorns et 
al. (US 2003/0205696 Al) and Ueda et al. (US 2002/0094452) is withdrawn due to applicant's 
persuasive arguments with respect to Ueda et al. and instant formulas 4-1 and 4-2. 

4. The rejection of claims 7 and 41 under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Mishima (US 2001/0053462 Al) in view of Thorns et al. (US 2003/0205696 Al) and Ueda et al. 
(US 2002/0094452) and Oshiyama et al. (EP 1267428 A2) is withdrawn. 

5. The rejection of claim 56 under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Mishima 
(US 2001/0053462 Al) in view of Thorns et al. (US 2003/0205696 Al) and Ueda et al. (US 
2002/0094452) in further view of Ogo et al. (US 6,608,748) is withdrawn. 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 112 

6. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 1 12: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly claiming the 
subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

7. Claims 20, 24, 25, 28, 32, and 33 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 12, second paragraph, as 
being indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which 
applicant regards as the invention. 

Claim 20 depends upon claim 1 . Claim 20 appears to define a triarylamine compound 
that is broader than Formulas 4-1 or 4-2 set forth in independent claim 1 and accordingly, claim 
19 is unclear with regard to whether it encompasses compounds other than 4-1 and 4-2 of the 
parent claim. Formula 2 of claim 20 allows for "B" to be a heterocyclic ring. In formulas 4-1 
and 4-2 of parent claim 1, all of the rings bonded to the nitrogen are specifically substituted 
phenyl rings. Clarification and/or correction are required. 

Claim 24 depends upon claim 1 . Claim 24 appears to define a triarylamine compound 
that is broader than Formulas 4-1 or 4-2 set forth in independent claim 1 and accordingly, claim 

24 is unclear with regard to whether it encompasses compounds other than 4-1 and 4-2 of the 
parent claim. Formula 7 of claim 24 allows for "B 2 " to be a nitrogen-containing heterocyclic 
ring. In formulas 4-1 and 4-2 of parent claim 1, all of the rings bonded to the nitrogen are 
specifically substituted phenyl rings. Clarification and/or correction are required. 

Claim 25 depends upon claim 1 . Claim 25 appears to define a triarylamine compound 
that is broader than Formulas 4-1 or 4-2 set forth in independent claim 1 and accordingly, claim 

25 is unclear with regard to whether it encompasses compounds other than 4-1 and 4-2 of the 
parent claim. Formula 9 of claim 25 allows for allows for substituents in an ortho position on the 



Application/Control Number: 10/804,788 Page 4 

Art Unit: 1794 

phenyl rings that are attached to the nitrogen atom. In formulas 4-1 and 4-2 of parent claim 1, 
only a hydrogen may be at the ortho position on the phenyl rings that are attached to the nitrogen 
atom. Clarification and/or correction are required. 

Claim 28 depends upon claim 27. Claim 28 appears to define a triarylamine compound 
that is broader than Formulas 4-1 or 4-2 set forth in independent claim 27 and accordingly, claim 
28 is unclear with regard to whether it encompasses compounds other than 4-1 and 4-2 of the 
parent claim. Formula 2 of claim 28 allows for "B" to be a heterocyclic ring. In formulas 4-1 
and 4-2 of parent claim 27, all of the rings bonded to the nitrogen are specifically substituted 
phenyl rings. Clarification and/or correction arc required. 

Claim 32 depends upon claim 27. Claim 32 appears to define a triarylamine compound 
that is broader than Formulas 4-1 or 4-2 set forth in independent claim 27 and accordingly, claim 

32 is unclear with regard to whether it encompasses compounds other than 4-1 and 4-2 of the 
parent claim. Formula 7 of claim 32 allows for "B2" to be a nitrogen-containing heterocyclic 
ring. In formulas 4-1 and 4-2 of parent claim 27, all of the rings bonded to the nitrogen are 
specifically substituted phenyl rings. Clarification and/or correction are required. 

Claim 33 depends upon claim 27. Claim 33 appears to define a triarylamine compound 
that is broader than Formulas 4-1 or 4-2 set forth in independent claim 27 and accordingly, claim 

33 is unclear with regard to whether it encompasses compounds other than 4-1 and 4-2 of the 
parent claim. Formula 9 of claim 33 allows for allows for substituents in an ortho position on the 
phenyl rings that are attached to the nitrogen atom. In formulas 4-1 and 4-2 of parent claim 27, 
only a hydrogen may be at the ortho position on the phenyl rings that are attached to the nitrogen 
atom. Clarification and/or correction are required. 
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Allowable Subject Matter 

8. Claims 1-17, 22, 23, 26, 27, 30, 3 1, and 34-58 are allowed. The prior art fails to teach or 
to render obvious compounds according to specifically substituted formulas 4-1 and 4-2 in a hole 
transporting layer of a device according to either independent claim 1 or independent claim 27. 
Claims 20, 24, 25, 28, 32, and 33 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 12, second paragraph, as set 
forth above and are not indicated as allowable at the present time, because it is unclear if the 
dependent claims are intended to comprise formulas outside the scope of formulas 4-1 and 4-2 of 
the independent claims, which may not include allowable subject matter. 

Response to Arguments 

9. Applicant's arguments with respect to the claims have been considered but are moot in 
view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Conclusion 

10. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Dawn Garrett whose telephone number is (571) 272-1523. The 
examiner can normally be reached Monday-Thursday. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Milton Cano can be reached on (571) 272-1398. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would 
like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated 
information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/Dawn Garrett/ 

Primary Examiner, Art Unit 1794 

June 26, 2008 



